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Dear Honourable Members,

Thank you for your letter of 19 September concerning the Commission Delegated 
Regulation C(2016) 4180 and your support for the work of the Commission on 
identifying high-risk countries with strategic deficiencies on anti-money laundering and 
countering terrorist financing.

As you note, the assessment of the Commission is an autonomous process based on the 
specific criteria of Article 9(2) of the 4th Anti-money laundering Directive 215/849. For 
the purposes of this assessment the Commission needs to take into account evaluations, 
assessments and reports drawn up by international organisations, including FATF.

You express some regrets that the first delegated act seemingly corresponds to the group 
of countries identified by the Financial Action Task Force (FATF). I would like to assure 
you that the Commission is pursuing an ambitious agenda in order to protect the internal 
market from money laundering and terrorist financing threats emanating from high risk 
third countries. In its proposal of July 2016 to revise the Directive 2015/849, the 
Commission aims at strengthening the framework concerning the third countries policy 
by imposing a systematic and harmonised enhanced monitoring of transactions involving 
high risk third countries included in the list. In that respect, the Commission is going far 
beyond what FATF requires to apply towards high risk jurisdictions.

The Commission has to identify high-risk third countries exclusively on grounds listed in 
Article 9(2) of the Directive, which only relate to deficiencies in the money laundering 
and terrorist financing framework of such third countries. Article 9 does not allow the 
Commission to identify non-cooperative tax jurisdictions when those countries do not at 
the same time show strategic deficiencies in their legislation combatting money 
laundering and terrorist financing.
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It is also important to keep in mind that tax evasion and money laundering do not always 
coincide. Different frameworks exist to deal with the specific issue of tax evasion and the 
services of Commissioner Moscovici are working on establishing a common EU list of 
non-cooperative tax jurisdictions.

I look forward to your cooperation on the occasion of the revision of the delegated act. 

Yours sincerely,

Věra Jourová
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